
Hebrews 12:1 (GNT) – As for us, we have this large crowd of witnesses around us.  So then, let us rid 
ourselves of everything that gets in the way, and of the sin which holds on to us so tightly, and let us run with 
determination the race that lies before us. 

• The grandstands of heaven are filled with HEROES of the faith, who have run their race and Holy 
Spirit has left us a training guide, so that we can see their victories and their defeats. 

• God’s desire is that we would learn from their examples and build on their experiences. 
• Romans 15:4 (NIV) – For everything that was written in the past was written to TEACH US, so that 

through the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have 
HOPE.   

Week #4 – Hannah 
The name Hannah means “gracious” 

• It’s very appropriate for us to study her character on Mother’s Day, because we don’t know much else 
about Hannah, except for her role as a wife to Elkanah and her role as a mother to Samuel. 

• For many ladies, you may feel like your identity has gotten lost in your husband and/or your kids. 
• God wants you to know that your most important title is not wife or mother: 

It is DAUGHTER OF THE KING!! 
• I Samuel 1:8 (NLT) – “Why are you crying, Hannah?” Elkanah would ask. “Why aren’t you eating? 

Why be downhearted just because you have no children? You have me—isn’t that better than having 
ten sons?” 

Lessons Learned from Hannah: 
She Cried Out to God in Her Despair 

• I Samuel 1:10, 11 (ESV) – She was deeply distressed and PRAYED TO THE LORD and wept 
bitterly.  11 And she vowed a vow and said, "O LORD of hosts, if you will indeed look on the affliction 
of your servant and remember me and not forget your servant, but will give to your servant a son, then 
I will give him to the LORD ALL THE DAYS OF HIS LIFE, and no razor shall touch his head."   

• Hannah realized that the depth of her pain could not be resolved by another human being.  Only God! 
• QUOTE:  We reach a point of liberation and growth when we come to realize that God is our ONLY 

trustworthy solution. 
• I Corinthians 10:13 (MSG) – “No test or temptation that comes your way is beyond the course of 

what others have had to face. All you need to remember is that God will never let you down; he'll 
never let you be pushed past your limit; he'll always be there to help you come through it.” 

• God will never allow us to be PUSHED PAST OUR LIMIT! 

She Kept Her Word Before God 
• I Samuel 1:20 – 28 (NKJV) 
• I’ve seen mothers/fathers believe God for a child and then turn the child into an idol when they arrive. 
• But Hannah Understood what all parents must understand:  Our Children Don’t Belong to Us.  They 

Are God’s Gift and We Simply Get to Raise them to Follow God’s Plan. 

She Offered God Her Best and He Rewarded Her in Return 
• I Samuel 2:1 – 10 (NKJV) 
• I Samuel 2:18 – 21 (NKJV) But Samuel ministered before the Lord, even as a child, wearing a linen 

ephod.19 Moreover his mother used to make him a little robe, and bring it to him year by year when 
she came up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 20 And Eli would bless Elkanah and his 



wife, and say, "The Lord give you descendants from this woman for the LOAN that was given to the 
Lord." Then they would go to their own home. 21 And the Lord visited Hannah, so that she conceived 
and bore three sons and two daughters. Meanwhile the child Samuel grew before the Lord.   

• God rewarded Hannah with a houseful of children, just like Jesus rewarded Peter with a boatload of 
fish.  We can never beat God giving!! 

She Understood She was Responsible for Stewarding Greatness 
• What a joy to know that God trusted Hannah to put the right things in Samuel, so he could fulfill greatness. 
• All mothers are called to STEWARD GREATNESS.  You have no idea who your kid can become.   


