
Galatians – Let Freedom Ring

Week #2 – The Crucified Life

Galatians 2:1 – 13 (MSG)

How Do We Keep from Going Back to Our Old Way of Living?
• How do we keep bad habits from our past from creeping back in?  AND, how do we keep from letting 

the religious, rule-keeping, performance-based religion overtake us?

Galatians 2:16, 18, 19 (MSG) We know very well that we are not set right with God by rule-keeping but 
only through personal faith in Jesus Christ. How do we know? We tried it - and we had the best system of 
rules the world has ever seen! Convinced that no human being can please God by self-improvement, we 
believed in Jesus as the Messiah so that we might be set right before God by TRUSTING in the Messiah, not 
by TRYING to be good.  18 If I was "trying to be good," I would be rebuilding the same old barn that I tore 
down. I would be acting as a charlatan. 19 What actually took place is this: I tried keeping rules and 
working my head off to please God, and IT DIDN’T WORK. So, I quit being a “law man” so that I could be 
God’s man.

• Is there a secret to living out this life in Christ with a passionate commitment to Him that is not the 
result of the RELIGARE (rules, religion that tries to forcibly tie us down to God)?

• Is there a way to maintain this FREEDOM in Christ without becoming just a raggedy, immoral, 
church attender?

Galatians 2:20 (NIV) – I have been CRUCIFIED with Christ and I NO LONGER LIVE, but Christ lives in 
me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

• This is probably the most important spiritual principle that will affect our life for good or bad.
• And, it is a principle that EVERY ONE of us has to put into practice EVERY DAY!!

Matthew 16:21 – 25 (NKJV) From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go to 
Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised 
the third day.  22 Then Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, "Far be it from You, Lord; 
this shall not happen to You!" 23 But He turned and said to Peter, "Get behind Me, Satan! You are an offense 
to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men."  24 Then Jesus said to His 
disciples, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow 
Me. 25 For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life  for My sake will find it. 

• It is not possible to live a happy and victorious life without committing to live a crucified life as well.
• QUOTE:  The key to happiness in life is not fixing every situation we face but facing every situation 

while allowing Christ to fix us.

Romans 6:6, 7 (NIV) – For we know that our old self was CRUCIFIED with him so that the body ruled by 
sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin— 7 because anyone who has died has 
been set free from sin.

Three Areas We are Told to CRUCIFY in Galatians:
Crucify SELF

• Surrendering to Jesus as Lord is not a one-time event. 



• QUOTE:  Surrendering to Jesus has to happen ONCE for salvation, but DAILY for freedom.
• There is a natural gravitational pull toward selfishness in ALL of us that must be crucified, daily.
• I Corinthians 13:5 (AMPC) – “…Love (God’s love in us) does not insist on its own rights or its own 

way, for it is NOT SELF SEEKING…”
• John 3:30 (GNT) – He must become more important while I become less important.
• Action Step: HUMILITY

CRUCIFY THE FLESH
• Galatians 5:24 (NKJV) – And those who are Christ's have crucified the flesh with its passions and 

desires.
• It is scary to think of the levels of hurt, pain, selfishness, and immorality we can descend to if we fail 

to crucify our flesh.  DO NOT TRUST YOUR FLESH!!

• Romans 7:18 (NLT) – And I know that NOTHING GOOD lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature.  I 
want to do what is right, but I can’t.

• I Corinthians 15:31 (NKJV) – “…I DIE DAILY (everyday)”
• Action Step: CHOICES

CRUCIFY THE WORLD
• Galatians 6:14 (NIV) – May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through 

which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.
• The secret to living to this passionate, God-breathed life is that we must have a World Filter!
• II Corinthians 6:17 (NKJV) Therefore, come out from them and be SEPARATE says the Lord…
• Action Step: SEPARATION


