
Week #2 – The Response to Love 
• The birth of Jesus is primarily contained in two chapters (Luke 2 & Matthew 2). 
Luke 2:1 – 20 (NKJV) 
• Vs. 4 – Jesus was prophesied to be a Nazarite (Matthew 2:23) Who would come out of Bethlehem 

(Micah 5:2) 
• God had to orchestrate circumstances to get Mary/Joseph “in position” 
• Sometimes He’ll use the heathen to get you where He needs you to be. 

Matthew 2:1 – 16 (NKJV) 
• Vs. 1 – [Wise men/Magi] The original word here is magoi, from which comes our word magician, 

now used in a bad sense, but not so years ago. The persons here denoted were philosophers, priests, or 
astronomers. They lived chiefly in Persia and Arabia. They were the learned men of the Eastern 
nations; devoted to astronomy, to religion, and to medicine. They were held in high esteem by the 
Persian court, were admitted as counselors, and followed the camps in war to give advice. From 
BARNES NOTES. 

• Vs. 8 – Young Child (Gr. paidion – infant or ½ grown child) vs. Babe (Gr. brephos – infant) 

John 3:16 (MSG) – This is how much God loved the world: He gave his Son, his one and only Son. And this 
is why: so that no one need be destroyed; by believing in him, anyone can have a whole and lasting life. 

God’s Love Should Evoke Three Responses From Us: 
1. A PRAISE that Cannot Be Contained – “Suddenly there was with the angel a multitude…praising 

God…” 
• Psalm 149:1 – 6 Praise the Lord! Sing to the Lord a new song, And His praise in the assembly of 

saints. 2 Let Israel rejoice in their Maker; Let the children of Zion be joyful in their King. 3 Let them 
praise His name with the dance; Let them sing praises to Him with the timbrel and harp. 4 For the 
Lord takes pleasure in His people; He will beautify the humble with salvation. 5 Let the saints be 
joyful in glory; Let them sing aloud on their beds. 6 Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, 
And a two-edged sword in their hand 

2. A PROCLAMATION of Good Things to Come – “Goodwill toward mankind…” 
• Before Jesus had a chance to take His first step, the angel was declaring that GOOD had arrived. 
• I Corinthians 2:9 (MSG) – That's why we have this Scripture text: No one's ever seen or heard 

anything like this, Never so much as imagined anything quite like it - What God has arranged for 
those who love him.  

3. A PEACE that is Hard to Understand 
• Isaiah 7:14 (NKJV) – Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall 

conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel. 
• More than any specific thing that God has or will do for you, be reminded that GOD is WITH YOU! 
• That baby born in the manger has become our eternal security blanket. 
• QUOTE:  If Jesus was willing to leave heaven to come for you…He’s willing to take on hell to fight 

for you!! – George Davis


