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Week #3 – “I Go a Fishing” 

John 21:1 – 17 (NKJV) 
• God is a GOD OF NEXT STEPS. 
• Enemies of Next Steps: Fear, procrastination, pride, being preoccupation, being overwhelmed by 

grief or disappointment, outside influences, getting antsy (when our next step is to just be still). 

When We Go a Fishing: 
1. Hurts Us and Those Who Have Their Eyes On US 

• 7 of the 11 remaining disciples are out fishing instead of sticking with their Jesus-assignment, because 
there was more leader in Peter than he gave himself credit for. 

• There’s more leader in each of us than we might realize too (somebody is always watching us). 
• I Peter 5:2, 3 (NLT) – Care for the flock that God has entrusted to you. Watch over it willingly, not 

grudgingly—not for what you will get out of it, but because you are eager to serve God. 3 Don’t lord it 
over the people assigned to your care but LEAD THEM BY YOUR OWN GOOD EXAMPLE. 

• We must pay close attention to the words we say and the decisions we make in a moment (or season) 
of frustration, because someone else may order their LONG-TERM life by our SHORT-TERM pain. 

• QUOTE: The moment we start allowing pain or frustration to order our steps, then we allow it to 
take the Lordship role that belongs to Jesus. 

2. We Get Stuck in a Cycle of Stagnation 
• Proverbs 4:23 (ESV) – Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life. 
• The external parameters of our lives come from the internal borders we’ve allowed to be established. 
• QUOTE: When we hit a season of stagnation, we tend to look for the problem externally, instead of 

beginning to search our heart internally. 
• What have I not done that Jesus told me to do? 
• What NEXT STEP have I skipped over, feeling that it wasn’t really necessary? 
• Hebrews 13:17 (NLT) – Obey your spiritual leaders and do what they say. Their work is to watch 

over your souls, and they are accountable to God. Give them reason to do this with joy and not with 
sorrow. That would certainly not be for your benefit. 

3. We Lose Confidence and Forget Who We Really Are 
• We have to get better in the Body of Christ at confronting what’s in front of us and working through 

difficult seasons. 
• Next Steps are taken by moving forward into uncomfortable territory instead of retreating to a 

familiar place. 
• II Samuel 9:1 (NKJV) – Now David said, "Is there still anyone who is left of the house of Saul, that I 

may show him kindness for Jonathan's sake?"  
• II Samuel 9:7, 8 (NKJV) – So David said to him, "Do not fear, for I will surely show you kindness for 

Jonathan your father's sake, and will restore to you all the land of Saul your grandfather; and you 
shall eat bread at my table continually." 8 Then he bowed himself, and said, "What is your servant, 
that you should look upon such a DEAD DOG as I?"

• He had lived so long in LoDebar that he identified more with LoDebar than he did with his royal 
roots. 



• There is a King/Queen in you, waiting to rise up above the circumstances that have plagued you! 

4. We Get Stuck Living in the Glory of the Past  
• The Children of Israel were constantly reminiscing about how amazing things used to be in Egypt.  
• Exodus 14:12 (MSG) –  Back in Egypt didn't we tell you this would happen? Didn't we tell you, 

'Leave us alone here in Egypt - we're better off as slaves in Egypt than as corpses in the wilderness.' 
• There is such a tendency to rewrite our history in our minds and forget how miserable we were before 

Jesus came to rescue us. 
• QUOTE (Norman Mailer):  Every moment of our existence, we are either GROWING into MORE or 

RETREATING into LESS. 
• Luke 17:32 (NKJV) – Remember Lot’s wife 


