
• Psalm 139:14 (NCV) – I praise you because you made me in an amazing and wonderful way. What 
you have done is wonderful. I know this very well.   

• Romans 12:4 – 8 (NLT) Just as our bodies have many parts and each part has a SPECIAL 
FUNCTION, 5 so it is with Christ’s body. We are many parts of one body, and we all belong to each 
other. 6 In his grace, God has given us different gifts for doing certain things well. So, if God has 
given you the ability to PROPHESY, speak out with as much faith as God has given you. 7 If your gift 
is SERVING others, serve them well. If you are a TEACHER, teach well. 8 If your gift is to 
ENCOURAGE others, be encouraging. If it is GIVING, give generously. If God has given you 
LEADERSHIP ability, take the responsibility seriously. And if you have a gift for showing 
KINDNESS to others, do it gladly.   

Week #7 – The Compassion  
Romans 12:8 (NLT) – If you have a gift for showing KINDNESS (compassion) to others, do it gladly 

• Compassion (Gr. Eleeo) – to have compassion by word or deed; specifically, to obtain, receive, or 
show mercy by Divine Grace.   

• This is far more than someone who is nice to others.  WE SHOULD ALL BE NICE!! 
• This is someone who has a divine gifting from God to extend mercy/compassion in the lives of others. 
• NOTE:  The motivation of one with the Gift of Compassion (or Mercy) is to mentally, and 

emotionally, relate to the feelings of those around them. Just as the server focuses on physical needs, 
the one with the gift of compassion concentrates on giving empathy, and comfort, during times of 
distress.  

• The Compassion Gift sees the world in DEEP SHADES of GRAY.   

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE COMPASSION: 
1. Empathizes with Hurting People 

• Matthew 9:35, 36 (NKJV) – Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their 
synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease 
among the people. 36 But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with COMPASSION for them, 
because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd.   

• Matthew 14:14 (NKJV) – And when Jesus went out He saw a great multitude; and He was moved 
with COMPASSION for them, and healed their sick.   

• Matthew 15:32 (NKJV) – Now Jesus called His disciples to Himself and said, "I have 
COMPASSION on the multitude, because they have now continued with Me three days and have 
nothing to eat. And I do not want to send them away hungry, lest they faint on the way."   

• Matthew 20:32 – 34 (NKJV) So Jesus stood still and called them, and said, "What do you want Me 
to do for you?" 33 They said to Him, "Lord, that our eyes may be opened." 34 So Jesus had 
COMPASSION and touched their eyes. And immediately their eyes received sight, and they followed 
Him.   

• Constantly when we see Jesus performing miracles, we find that He was “moved with compassion.” 
• QUOTE:  Compassion is the gateway into the supernatural.   
• Matthew 24:12 (NLT) – Sin will be rampant everywhere, and the love of many will grow cold. 

2. Naturally a Peacemaker 
• Will go out of their way to mend fences and build bridges between people. 
• Matthew 5:9 (MSG) – You're blessed when you can show people how to cooperate instead of 

compete or fight. That's when you discover who you really are, and your place in God's family.   



• Romans 14:19 (MSG) – So let's agree to use ALL OUR ENERGY in getting along with each other. 
Help others with encouraging words;    

3. Very Thoughtful and Needs to Be Close to Those They Love  

4. Makes Decisions from the Heart, not the Head  
• The Compassion gift uses their heart to channel God’s love to others.  Consequently, their decisions 

are generally decisions of the heart…not the head (can be good and bad). 
• The Good Samaritan was likely a Compassion Gift. 

5. Deeply Loyal to Friends 

WEAKNESSES OF THE COMPASSION: 
1. Tend to Be Indecisive 

• Because they are so considerate of the feelings of others and because they are so moved by how they 
feel and because they are SHORT RANGE THINKERS, Compassion gifts can be very indecisive. 

• Must train themselves to make decisions of quality and keep friends around who can help. 
• James 1:6, 7 (GNT) – But when you pray, you must believe and not doubt at all. Whoever doubts is 

like a wave in the sea that is driven and blown about by the wind. 7 If you are like that, unable to 
make up your mind and undecided in all you do, you must not think that you will receive anything 
from the Lord.   

2. Can Be Easily Offended 
• Compassion gifts give so much of their heart and soul to others that they can become offended when 

others don’t respond the same way to them.  
• QUOTE (John Bevere: The Bait of Satan): “We construct walls when we are hurt to safeguard our 

hearts and prevent any future wounds. We become selective, denying entry to all we fear will hurt us. 
We filter out anyone we think owes us something. We withhold access until these people have paid 
their debts in full. We open our lives only to those we believe are on our side.”   

3. Low Calibration for Detecting Immorality 
• Must intentionally place safeguards around who they talk to, where they will meet a person, etc. 
• Most times, they need help to establish what those appropriate boundaries should be. 

4. Makes Decisions from the Heart, not the Head 
• It’s a double edge sword.  One of their greatest strengths can also be a great weakness. 
• Desperately need balance in order to keep their heart engaged, but still make decisions of quality. 

5. Can Sometimes be Taken Advantage of Because of Kindness 

Concluding Thoughts on the COMPASSION GIFT: 
1. Very people oriented.  Loves people and loves being around people 
2. Very perceptive and sensitive to the emotional needs of others 
3. Prone to bringing home stray cats, dogs, or people 
4. Tends to be non-critical and non-judgmental 



5. Desires deep friendship where there is mutual commitment  
6. Seems to attract people who tell them all their problems  
7. Finds it difficult to be firm or decisive with people  
8. Can sometimes be too sensitive and easily offended 
9. Needs quality time to explain how they feel  
10. Feels hurt or rejected when their level of love is not reciprocated 
11. Generally non-confrontational and wants to see everyone happy 


