
Galatians – Let Freedom Ring 

Week #1 – Two Gospels 

Galatians 1:1 – 5 (NIV) 

Galatians 1:6 – 7 (NIV) I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting The One who called you to live in 
the GRACE of Christ and are turning to a different gospel — 7 which is really no gospel at all. Evidently 
some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. 

• The Two Gospels are:  The Gospel of Religion or The Gospel of Relationship 
• Religion – rigid adherence to a set of beliefs or practices with the expectation that stellar obedience 

will result in a favorable relationship with God. 
• Religion comes from the Latin word religare and it means to tie, to bind, or to moor. 
• Religion seeks to tie, bind, or moor us to God by beliefs and practices. 
• Jesus came to introduce us to a PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP with a loving Heavenly Father. 

Romans 10:1 – 4 (NLT) Dear brothers and sisters, the longing of my heart and my prayer to God is for the 
people of Israel to be SAVED. 2 I know what enthusiasm they have for God, but it is misdirected zeal. 3 For 
they don’t understand God’s way of making people right with himself. Refusing to accept God’s way, they 
cling to their own way of getting right with God by trying to keep the law. 4 For Christ has already 
accomplished the purpose for which the law was given. As a result, all who believe in Him are made right 
with God. 

• Here’s the Problem:  The natural tendency of human nature is to struggle with the magnitude and 
completeness of what Jesus did for us (at Easter) and to drift back to trying to add our own works to 
the mix. 

Key Question of Galatians (and the whole Bible): 
How am I going to become godly? 

Genesis 2:8, 9 (NIV) – Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the 
man he had formed. 9 The LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that were 
pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. 

• Genesis 2:16, 17 (NIV)
• Genesis 3:1 – 7 (NIV) 
• The serpent didn’t appeal to Adam/Eve’s desire to be rebellious.  He appealed to their desire to be 

godly through a means that God didn’t prescribe. 

One focuses on what YOU DO. 
The Other focuses on what JESUS HAS DONE. 

• John 5:39, 40 (MSG) – "You have your heads in your Bibles constantly because you think you'll find 
eternal life there. But you miss the forest for the trees. These Scriptures are all about ME!40 And here 
I am, standing right before you, and you aren't willing to receive from me the life you say you want. 



One focuses on getting GOD’S APPROVAL. 
The Other focuses on receiving GOD’S LOVE 

• Your view of God will determine your relationship with God. 
• Guilt will keep us from feeling worthy enough to give God our all-in worship. 
• QUOTE:  The difference between God and others is He knows our whole story and loves us anyway. 

Romans 5:8 (NKJV) – But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us. 

• QUOTE:  You don’t get your act together in order to get to God.  You get to God, so you can get your 
act together. 

• I John 4:19 (NKJV) – We love Him  because He first loved us. 

One focuses on EXTERNAL DUTY 
The Other focuses on INTERNAL DESIRE 

• John 14:15 (NKJV)
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