
Week #5 – Love is the Answer 

Galatians 5:1 (NKJV) – STAND FAST therefore in the LIBERTY by which Christ has made us free, and 
do not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage.  

Galatians 5:1 (MSG) – Christ has set us free to live a free life.  So, take your stand!  Never again let anyone 
put a harness of slavery on you. 

• Paul is again warning against the natural gravitational pull toward the bondage of religion. 
• Mankind has the hardest time believing that God would actually do all the hard work for us and leave 

us to simply trust, obey, and surrender to Him. 
• QUOTE:  The pride of humanity wants to DO SOMETHING that adds to our feeling of 

righteousness. 
• Religion is more dangerous than outright wickedness, because at least the wicked person knows he/

she needs help. 

Galatians 5:6 – 9 (NKJV) For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but 
faith working through love. 7 You ran well. WHO HINDERED YOU from obeying the truth? 8 This 
persuasion does not come from Him who calls you. 9 A little leaven leavens the whole lump.  

• LESSON:  Most people that end up dramatically off course, don’t do so with one big turn.  It’s usually 
a bunch of small, subtle turns that add up to a life of misery and regret. 

• Who have you been allowing to add a little leaven to your dough??

RELIGION’S BIG FEAR:  If you don’t have enough rules, your life will become overrun by ungodliness. 

How do we avoid that? 
1. Fall in love with Jesus FrFr

• John 16:15 (GNT) –  If you love me, you will obey my commandments. 
• Most of us have been trained religiously to just try harder to be a morally good person.  The end result 

is a performance-based Christianity.  What God has always wanted us to do is to try harder to love 
Him with our whole heart.   

• Matthew 22:36, 37 (NLT) – “Teacher, which is the MOST IMPORTANT commandment in the law 
of Moses?” 37 Jesus replied, “‘You must love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, 
and all your mind.’ 

2. Choose Love in Every Situation



• Galatians 5:13, 14 (NKJV) – For you, brethren, have been called to LIBERTY; only do not use 
liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 14 For all the law is 
fulfilled in one word, even in this: "You shall love your neighbor as yourself."  

• ALL THE LAW is fulfilled in ONE WORD:  Love your neighbor as yourself. 
• Jesus never taught that we don’t need to FOLLOW the Commandments.  He taught that we don’t 

need to FOCUS on the Commandments.  Focus on FIXING OUR LOVE!!! 

3. Walk in the Spirit
• How do I avoid living in the SLAVERY of RELIGION and the IMMORALITY of my FLESH??  
• Walk in the Spirit – live life controlled by and guided by the promptings of Holy Spirit, instead of the 

impulses of our natural human instincts. 
• Galatians 5:16 – 18 (NKJV) I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the Lust of the 

Flesh. 17 For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary 
to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish.18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you 
are not under the law. 

• Galatians 5:19 – 21 (NLT) When you follow the desires of your sinful nature, the results are very 
clear: sexual immorality, impurity, lustful pleasures, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hostility, quarreling, 
jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish ambition, dissension, division, 21 envy, drunkenness, wild parties, 
and OTHER SINS LIKE THESE. Let me tell you again, as I have before, that anyone LIVING that 
sort of life will not inherit the Kingdom of God.

• Galatians 5:22, 23 (NKJV) 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is LOVE, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 


