
Week #4 – First Things First 
Proverbs 3:5 – 10 (NKJV) Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own 
understanding; 6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths. 7 Do not be wise in 
your own eyes; Fear the Lord and depart from evil. 8 It will be health to your flesh, And strength to your 
bones. 9 Honor the Lord with your possessions, and with the FIRSTfruits of all your increase; 10 So your 
barns will be filled with plenty, And your vats will overflow with new wine.

• We see this principle of God-FIRST throughout scripture.  FIRST matters to God!! 
• Things just work out when we put God’s way first. 

The Principle of FIRST: 
Exodus 13:1, 2 (MSG) 
God spoke to Moses, saying, 2 "Consecrate every FIRSTBORN to me - the FIRST ONE to come from the 
womb among the Israelites, whether person or animal, is mine."  

1. God claims the FIRST 
• Exodus 4:21 – 23 (NKJV) And the Lord said to Moses, "When you go back to Egypt, see that you 

do all those wonders before Pharaoh which I have put in your hand. But I will harden his heart, so 
that he will not let the people go. 22 Then you shall say to Pharaoh, 'Thus says the Lord: "Israel is 
My son, My FIRSTBORN. 23 So I say to you, let My son go that he may serve Me. But if you refuse 
to let him go, indeed I will kill your son, your firstborn.

• Exodus 13:11 – 13 (NLT) “This is what you must do when the LORD fulfills the promise he swore 
to you and to your ancestors. When he gives you the land where the Canaanites now live, 12 you 
must present all firstborn sons and firstborn male animals to the LORD, for THEY BELONG TO 
HIM. 13 A firstborn donkey may be bought back from the LORD by presenting a lamb or young 
goat in its place. But if you do not buy it back, you must break its neck. However, you must buy 
back every firstborn son.

• The first born of every clean animal was to be brought and sacrificed. 
• The first born of every unclean animal was to be redeemed by offering a lamb in its place.  But, if 

the owner didn’t value the unclean animal enough to give a lamb, he could simply break its neck. 
• Jesus was the clean, spotless FIRSTBORN lamb who God sacrificed for us.  We were the unclean 

one that God chose to redeem rather than simply break our neck (destroy us). 

2. The FIRST blesses the REST 
• Proverbs 3:9, 10 (NKJV) – “Honor the Lord with your possessions, and with the firstfruits of all 

your increase.  So your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will overflow with new 
wine.” 

• QUOTE: God has always tied the promise of His provision to the honor of our trust 
• Joshua 6:19 (NKJV) – But all the silver and gold, and vessels of bronze and iron, are consecrated 

to the Lord; they shall come into the treasury of the Lord 
• Exodus 23:19 (NKJV) – “The first of the firstfruits of your land you shall BRING into the house 

of the Lord your God…” 
• Genesis 4:3 (NKJV) – And in the PROCESS OF TIME it came to pass that Cain brought AN 

offering of the fruit of the ground to the Lord. 
• NIV – “In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as AN offering…” 



• Genesis 4:4 (GNT) – Then Abel brought the FIRST LAMB BORN to one of his sheep, killed it, and 
gave the BEST PARTS of it as an offering… 

• Abel brought of the FIRSTborn of his flock (2500 years before the law was given). 
• Why did God not accept Cain’s offering?  He COULDN’T… 
• He CAN’T Lie.  He CAN’T Change.  He CAN’T Think Like Us.  And, He CAN’T be Second!!  

3. The FIRST Tells the Story and Leaves a LEGACY of God’s Goodness 
• Leviticus 27:30 (NKJV) And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit 

of the tree, is the Lord's. It is holy to the Lord.  
• Exodus 13:14 – 16 (NLT) “And in the future, your children will ask you, ‘What does all this 

mean?’ Then you will tell them, ‘With the power of his mighty hand, the LORD brought us out of 
Egypt, the place of our slavery. 15 Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, so the LORD killed all 
the firstborn males throughout the land of Egypt, both people and animals. That is why I now 
sacrifice all the firstborn males to the LORD —except that the firstborn sons are always bought 
back.’ 16 This CEREMONY will be like a mark branded on your hand or your forehead. It is a 
REMINDER that the power of the LORD ’s mighty hand brought us out of Egypt.” 


