
Matthew 28:1 – 8 (GNT) After the Sabbath, as Sunday morning was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary went to look at the tomb. 2 Suddenly there was a violent earthquake; an angel of the Lord came 
down from heaven, rolled the stone away, and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes 
were white as snow.4 The guards were so afraid that they trembled and became like dead men.  
5 The angel spoke to the women. "You must not be afraid," he said. "I know you are looking for Jesus, who 
was crucified. 6 He is not here; he has been raised, just as he said. Come here and see the place where he 
was lying. 7 Go quickly now, and tell his disciples, "He has been raised from death, and now he is going to 
Galilee ahead of you; there you will see him!' Remember what I have told you." 8 So they left the tomb in a 
hurry, AFRAID AND YET FILLED WITH JOY, and ran to tell his disciples. 

• The resurrection of Christ is the BEDROCK of Christianity. 
• It was not enough that He was crucified (many had been crucified…some who were innocent). 
• Everything about our life of faith is centered around the empty tomb.   
• QUOTE (C.S. Lewis):  Easter is death working backwards. 
• In these tumultuous times, it’s ok to leave the tomb today just like the ladies did – AFRAID AND 

YET FILLED WITH JOY. 

Because of the Empty Tomb, We Enjoy: 
1. Debt-Free Living 

• Romans 4:25 (NLT) – “He was handed over to die because of our sins, and he was raised to life to 
make us right with God.” 

• If God never blessed us with another house, another car, or any more money…He has already earned 
our praise FOREVER. 

• Jesus is called our PROPITIATION 
• Propitiation (Gr. Hilasterion) – In general it means the “satisfying sacrifice.”  Specifically, it means a 

sacrifice that bears God's wrath to the end and in so doing changes God's wrath toward us into 
favor.  God has set the sinner free through Christ, but He has not done so by setting aside the rules.  
He has set the sinner free in Christ by satisfying the demands of His justice in Christ.  

• Laymen’s Terms:  God’s not looking for anything else from us, for Him to love and accept us. 

2. Brand NEW Living  
• II Corinthians 5:17 (NLT) – This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a NEW 

PERSON. The old life is gone; a new life has begun! 
• QUOTE (Chris Hodges):  Jesus didn’t come to make BAD PEOPLE GOOD.  He came to make 

DEAD PEOPLE ALIVE. 
• Romans 6:14 (NIV) – For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not under the law, but 

under grace. 

3. Fearless Living  
• Hebrews 2:14, 15 (NLT) – Because God’s children are human beings—made of flesh and blood—the 

Son also became flesh and blood. For only as a human being could he die, and only by dying could he 
break the power of the devil, who HAD the power of death. 15 Only in this way could he set free all 
who have lived their lives as slaves to the fear of dying.

• Jesus came to set us free from the FEAR OF DYING.  And, if there’s anything that we need to grab 
onto during this season is the reality that if we believe that Jesus is Lord, we cannot live with a fear of 
death. 



4. Never Alone Living 
• In John 14 & 16, Jesus promised to leave the Comforter with us.  He’s with us ALL THE TIME!! 
• The empty tomb opened the door for you to be a member of the family.  Your dad is always with you. 
• Psalm 139:7 – 10 (MSG) Is there any place I can go to avoid your Spirit? to be out of your 

sight? 8 If I climb to the sky, you're there! If I go underground, you're there! 9 If I flew on morning's 
wings to the far western horizon, 10 You'd find me in a minute - you're already there waiting! 

5. Reset Living 
• It’s so good to see that people are beginning to BELIEVE AGAIN. 
• Revelation 2:4 (NLT) – But I have this complaint against you. You don’t love me or each other as you 

did at first!  
• QUOTE (anonymous):  It wasn’t the nails that held Jesus on the cross…it was LOVE 


