
Besides healing and financial needs, relationship issues are generally at the top of our list of things we pray about 
(dating, marriage, children, siblings, coworkers, etc).  And, though we will ALL be affected by the relationships in our 
lives for the rest of our lives, most of us spend more time figuring out how to communicate with Siri or Alexa than we 
do improving our ability to succeed at relationships. 
There’s a common hashtag #RelationshipGoals that we tend to see when someone sees what appears to be a solid 
relationship on social media.  Truth is, God is the only one who can truly give us Relationship Goals that work!! 

• Relationship  – the way in which two or more people talk to, behave toward, and deal with each other. 
• Goals – the object of a person’s ambition or effort; an aim or desired result.  The thing a person is working to 

achieve. 

Week #1 - #FriendGoals 
The Bible has a LOT to say about friendships; probably because God designed this life so that meaningful 
relationships are a part of the foundation of our lives. 
God is the One who said, “It is not good for man to be alone…” though Adam already had an awesome 
relationship with God. 

John 15:13 (NKJV) – Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's life for his FRIENDS. 
• MSG – This is the very best way to love. Put your life on the line for your FRIENDS. 
• Ecclesiastes 4:9, 10 (NLT) –  Two people are better off than one, for they can help each other 

succeed.10 If one person falls, the other can reach out and help. But someone who falls alone is in 
real trouble.  

• Proverbs 17:17 (MSG) – Friends love through all kinds of weather, and families stick together in all 
kinds of trouble. 

• Proverbs 18:24 (GNT) – Some friendships do not last, but some friends are more loyal than brothers. 
• QUOTE (George Davis):  When we neglect the divine connections that God destined for our lives, 

life becomes much HARDER than it should be!! 

4 Pillars of REAL FRIENDSHIP  
1. Honesty 

• The most important ingredient of ANY successful relationship is TRUST.  Where there is no trust, 
there is no relationship. 

• Ephesians 4:15 (NKJV) – but, speaking the TRUTH in LOVE, may grow up in all things into Him 
who is the head--Christ 

• We must work hard to develop a culture of honesty in our friendships. 
• II Samuel 7:17, 18 (MSG) – Nathan gave David a complete and accurate account of everything he 

heard and saw in the vision. 18 King David went in, took his place before God…
• Do the words of your friends cause you to take your place before God or run from God? 

2. Accountability 
• Accountability – the quality or state of being willing to accept responsibility or to account for one’s 

actions. 
• Accountability is a foreign concept in our society today. 
• James 5:16 (MSG) – “Make this your COMMON PRACTICE: Confess your sins to each other and 

pray for each other, so that you can live TOGETHER, WHOLE, and HEALED…” 
• Accountability asks the hard questions.  
• Accountability challenges us to reach the goals we set. 



3. Dependability 
• Proverbs 20:6 (NLT) – Many will say they are loyal friends, but who can find one who is truly 

reliable? 
• Proverbs 25:19 (GNT) – Depending on an unreliable person in a crisis is like trying to chew with a 

loose tooth or walk with a crippled foot. 
• A friend will be there to weep in the tough times and celebrate in the good times. 
• Play Video of Lion Attacked by Hyenas until His FRIEND Arrives (start at 2:00 mark and run 

until 3:21 mark): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ygKUOGyvfU 
• QUOTE (Anonymous):  Pay Attention to People Who Don’t Clap When You Win!! 

4. Generosity 
• Galatians 5:14 (MSG) – For everything we know about God's Word is summed up in a single 

sentence: Love others as you love yourself. That's an act of true freedom.  
• Friendships are covenant bonds.  And, covenant is always designed to create MUTUAL BENEFIT!  
• Real friendship can never be one sided.  If it is, reevaluate it.  Share your concerns.  And, be ok with 

moving away from a relationship that doesn’t past the test of true friendship. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ygKUOGyvfU

