
Haggai 2:6 – 9 (NIV) This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘In a little while I will once more shake the 
heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land. 7 I will shake all nations, and what is desired by all nations 
will come, and I will FILL THIS HOUSE with glory,’ says the LORD Almighty. 8‘The silver is mine and the 
gold is mine,’ declares the LORD Almighty. 9 ‘The glory of this present house will be greater than the glory 
of the former house,’ says the LORD Almighty. ‘And in this place I WILL GRANT PEACE,’ declares the 
LORD Almighty.”

Week #2 – Live to Give 
• Acts 20: 35 (GNT) I have shown you in all things that by working hard in this way we must help the 

weak, remembering the words that the Lord Jesus himself said, "There is MORE HAPPINESS in 
giving than in receiving."  

• Generosity is one of the hallmarks of a transformed heart.  When we’ve truly had an encounter with 
Jesus, we CAN’T stay self-focused.  We are drawn to the needs of others. 

• Once we come into covenant with Jesus, there are three arenas of God’s generosity through us:  Tithes 
(foundation - obedience), Offerings (walls - gratitude), Alms (outfits the house - generosity). 

• II Corinthians 8:1 – 7 (MSG) Now, friends, I want to report on the surprising and generous ways in 
which God is working in the churches in Macedonia province.2 Fierce troubles came down on the 
people of those churches, pushing them to the very limit. The trial exposed their true colors: They 
were incredibly happy, though desperately poor. The pressure triggered something totally unexpected: 
an outpouring of pure and generous gifts. 3 I was there and saw it for myself. They gave offerings of 
whatever they could - far more than they could afford! – 4 pleading for the privilege of helping out in 
the relief of poor Christians. 5 This was totally spontaneous, entirely their own idea, and caught us 
completely off guard. What explains it was that they had first given themselves unreservedly to God 
and to us. The other giving simply flowed out of the purposes of God working in their lives. 6 That's 
what prompted us to ask Titus to bring the relief offering to your attention, so that what was so well 
begun could be finished up. 7 You do so well in so many things - you trust God, you're articulate, 
you're insightful, you're passionate, you love us - now, do your best in this, too. 

• What keeps us from surrendering to God’s grace of generosity when He’s moving on our hearts?  
o Fear 
o Bad Experiences 
o Not Understanding the Purpose for Our Prosperity 
o Undue Focus on Self 

The Cure? 
1. Let Faith Arise in Our Hearts (FEAR) 

• The FEAR of running out is the biggest hindrance to people allowing the GRACE of Generosity to 
flow through them. 

• II Corinthians 9:10 (GNT) – And God, who supplies seed for the sower AND bread to eat, will also 
supply you with ALL THE SEED YOU NEED and will make it grow and produce a rich harvest from 
your generosity. 

• We must learn to recognize when what we have is seed (for sowing) and not food (for consumption). 
• QUOTE:  The only way to overcome the Fear of Running Out is to finally trust God with our little 

until He turns it into a lot. 



2. Present All our Giving to the Lord (Bad Experiences) 
• One of the first reasons people use for not attending church is “they only want your money.” 
• Hebrews 7:8 (NKJV) HERE mortal men receive tithes, but THERE he receives them, of whom it is 

witnessed that he lives. 
• Focus has to always be on Jesus.  We don’t ever give TO a church…we give THROUGH a church. 
• We should always hold our leaders accountable for doing right, but the truth is once we sow our seed 

to Jesus, it’s His job to see to it that it’s handled correctly. 

3. See Our Resources as Impact Seed (Not Understanding Purpose of Prosperity) 
• Ephesians 4:28 (GNT) If you used to rob, you must stop robbing and start working, in order to earn 

an honest living for yourself AND to be able to help the poor. 
• QUOTE:  When we come to Christ, we cease working for a LIVING and begin working for a 

GIVING!! 
• II Corinthians 9:11 (GNT) He will always make you RICH ENOUGH TO BE GENEROUS at all 

times, so that many will thank God for your gifts which they receive from us. 
•  (Ex. Story of lady who was headed to kill her boyfriend & herself, but GOD used Andrea to stop her) 

4. Live for an Audience of ONE with a Congregation of OTHERS (Undue Focus on Self) 
• Philippians 2:17 (BBE) And even if I am offered like a drink offering, GIVING MYSELF for the 

cause and work of your faith, I am glad and have joy with you all: 
• This revelation of RADICAL GENEROSITY, will transform a family, change a work environment, 

overhaul the climate in a school, or set a church on a course of explosive growth, because generosity 
eliminates selfishness. 


